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WAS as foreign to my 

T honghts, as contrary to my 
Inclanations, that ever this 
Diſcourſe ſhould be made Publick, being 
the Produ f few Hours; yet Tour 
repeated Requeſts have pee >, d, and f 
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it ſhall any ways make for Tour Satisfa- 
tion, or in the 177 be ſerviceable to the 
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Mark the perfett Man, and bebold. the 


. upright, for the © end of” that May 1 


Peace. 


— IS a common Obſervation, that 
Men of little Experience and 
ſuperficial Knowledge do ver) 
often miſcarry in the Affairs of 
Life, but no where more fatally, than in the 
Search of Virtde: They * (as the Pſalmiſt 

ſpeaks) 
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even in Deathi it ſelf; lucelyxhey mu 


ſpeaks) the Wicked in great Power, and flou- 
riſhing like a green Bay Tree; things here diſ- 
penſed according to the {wing of Time and 
Chance, the Good and Bad equally dealt 
with in reference to external Advantages and 
Misfortunes, and therefore they look upon 
Virtue as an empty fruitleſs thing, as only 
Declamation and Pretence, and ſo eaſily per- 
ſuade themſelves to leave off the pur ſuit, Ito 
drop into a contrary Courſe, and ſink in the 
very Haven to Felicity; But would they ſuf- 
fer their Reaſon to awake, fummon up the 
Powers of the Soul, and as the Pfalmiſt did, 
ga. iuta the Kanu the Lord, i. e. conſult 
= Plealure and. Security of Religion, the 

Eaſe and Satisfaction of a good Conſcience ; 
would they but mark the perfect Man, and 
behold the upright, view how every thing 
makes for their Good; of if interpreted ſo, 
their Eaſe and Serenity of Mind in every state, 
their Contentedneſs in Misfortunes, their Tag 
tience in Afflictions, their Hopes and 1 
rant, 
upon ſuch Conſi derations as theſe, a 1 dil. 
cernable Diſtinction of Happineſs between 
them and the Wicked, and \ conclude with 
che e that the exd ot. An Mer (even 
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as to this World) is eminently Peace : Secu- 
rity and Happineſs, as well to outward Ad- 
vantages, as inward Contentment, not exclu- 
ding either. 

In proſecution of which Argument I ſhall 
fall upon the following Method, wherein ! 
deſign a Clearnels of Demonſitation to ſa- 
tisfie you of the bleſſed Peace and Security 
which reſi des in a virtuous Courſe of Life a 
—_ DIE 

We will be colreied for ſome time 
to 17 aſide thoſe grand and ſoyereign Motives 
of eternal Rewards and Puniſhments; and 
{uppoſe the Grounds which a religions Peron 
builds upon as erroneous and not true : 

24ly, We ſhall conſider them as certain. 

And in both theſe Reſpects Iſhall ſlie v w hat 
Advantage and Security the virtuous Perſon 
enjoys, and how much he hath the Aſtendant 
o'er Vice in either. 

And, 1 ft, Suppoſing his Gitupds falſe, and 
that/ thets are no future Rewards (this rs cer- 
tainly tlie utmoſt Objection ard ſeeming Ad- 
vantage of Atheiſm yet for all this, 7 we 
riphrly!' conſider, a good Man will be found 
to hve in this re Tee wen ha phicr and ſecurer 
Fug * as wa £ 8 
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"Tis well known that Diſeaſes and Death 
are the greateſt Terrors of Mortality; and upon 


this very Suppoſition, that after Death we 


ſhould ccale to be, chey might juſtly be termed 
the moſt for midable Invgders of our Peace or 
Security; for to be no more is a dreadful 
Thought, and would puſh us forward to the 
utmoſt to preſerve our Being: From hence 
we muſt neceſlarily infer, that ſtare. of Life 
which is calm, healthful, "nad of long Conti- 
nuance, to be the beſt; and that which is ex- 
poſed to the Aſſaults of a Diſeaſe, or Death 
it ſelf, to be the moſt unſafe and diſagreable 
Condition we can be in: And now that the 
Righteous have far the Advantage of the 
Wicked in this reſpect, will evidently appear 
to any one that takes but a Survey of the ir 
Lives., As for the unriphteous Perſon,; 'tis his 
profeſs d Method of living to wallow in Luxu- 
ry, and to give Reins to his rudeſt Inclinations 
in the purſuit of Pleaſure; Drunkenneſs and 
Gluttony, Revelling and Oppreſſurg, Wan- 
tonneſs and Adultery, Strife and Envyings are 
his uſual practices; 8 thinks nothing enter. 
taining but what exceeds the Bounds of Mea- 
ſure and Modeſty, nothing ſo agreable as ex- 
ceſſive Riot, Violener and; Debauchery. 
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Now I need not inſiſt upon a Proof to ſhew 

"Via deſtructive to Nature fuch Vices are, 
they naturally ſurfeiting the Blood, taking off 
from our Eaſe, and ſhortning our Lives 
which 1s the molt ridiculous, the moſt unac- 
countable thing imaginable "8 one to do that 
builds his Pleaſures and Satisfactions meer! 
on the {andy Foundation of this Life: As for 
Temperance and Chaſtity, they are Friends 
to Nature, Helps to a weak Conſtitution, and 
keep the Spirits chearful and vigorous. Tis 
obſerved in the earlier Ages of the Church, 
that none lived ſuch healthful long Lives as 
Hermits, and ſuch as had abandon'd the Plea- 
{ures of the World ; and I dare engage that 
we ſhall not want variety of Examples in a 
debauch'd Age to evidence the Misfortunes, 
and UiRomperatures) and Shortneſs of ill. 0 pent 
Lives. 
Thus the wicked Man being bioken | in his 
Conſtitution, has loſt his Foundation of Peace 
and Eaſe there; and if this were all, it might 
be born with in compariſon to the Stings of 
a wounded Spirit, and a guilty Conſcience, 
which he can never get rid of, eſpouſe what 
2 he will. 


When a Perſon acts unjuſtly or diſorderly, 
he 
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he muſt of neceflity fink. in bis own Eſteem, 
and be perpetually calling himſelf Villain and 
Fool for it, he muſt unavoidably be con— 
ſcious to himſelf tis baſe and irregular, and 
conſcquently diſſatisfyd that he hath more of 
the Brute than the Man in him, all things 
tending naturally to Perfection, and aiming at 
Improvement; ſo that a Reſlection on an ill 
Act or a bad Courſe of Life, is naturally un- 
ealie and tormenting, and an inſufferable Pe- 
nance to a cow ardiy Sinner. And now be. 
ing condemned in his own Conſcience, and 
proclaimed a Villain by his own Edict, he 
flies again for Refuge to Debauchery, andi 18 
forced to add new Diſtempers to his Body, 
and to jade his Conſtitution in order to eaſe 
his Mind, and amuſe the Remonſtrances of 
Reaſon; his End is not ſo much to pleaſe 
(Temperance being much more agreeable to 
Nature) as' tis to cloud and ſtupiſie his Un- 


derſtanding; not to careſs and indulge him- 


ſelf, as to was off Thought, ad ſtlence 
Reflection; he drinks rather to drown' his 
Reaſon, than to chear the Heart, and not en- 
during Retirement, or himſelf in Privacy, he 
makes a Shift with Company, and Noiſe, and 
A and Vapours, to ſmother his IIader- 

8 . | 
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ſtanding, to ſtiffe the Murmurs of Conſele -nce, 
and to forget and loſe himſelf. So that the 
only Pleaſure ſuch wicked Men take in their 
thinking Faculties, is that they can keep 
them ſilent, and bar them from acting. Yet 
for all this the Thoughts will often awake, 
and be ſo ſenſibly price d on the acount of 
Sin, that all the Careſſes and Swects of this 
World ſhall prove too weak to relie ve or di- 
vert them. Confuſion and Regret poſſeſs the 
Fancy, and the Mind grows like à troubled Sea 
which cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up Mire 
and: Dirt, dark melancholy: Thoughts and di- 
ſtracting Confuſion :' There is no Peace (faith 
God) to the Wicked.” _ | 

And now being no 3 hs to hide his 
evilInclinations, Ka expoſes himſelf to the Eye 
of the World; and is forced to abet his Wicked- 
neſs and Debauchery in the ſight of all; Men 
now begin to have the ſame Thoughts of him, 
as he muſt unavoidably have of himſelf and 
as wicked as Mankind is, ſtill it dom t approve 
of Wichedneſo in prof or care to have any 
thing to do with ſuch in matters of Truſt or 
Concernment; they are generally ſcorn d and 
neglected, mam d in their Credit, leſſen d in 
their Eſtate, and ſet forth as the common 
„I Objects 


„ 
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Objects of Contempt and Ridicule. Shame, 
faith the Wileman, 7s the: Promotion of Fools : 
And the Apolile faith, that Indignation and 

IWrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, ſhall be Pon 
every Soul of. Mazz that doth evil. 

A wicked Man is by Principle the Peſt of 
Society, the Bane of Commerce; his Buſineſs 
is to decry Religion, to ſcoff at Virtue; and 
ta laugh at Sobriety, and Reſervedneſs, as 
Formality and Pretence ; thus he becomes a 

publick Nuſance, and is as much abhorr'd by 
Men of Senſe and. good. Underſtanding, as a 
ſtalking Peſt, or a Wandeig Lifedüen; thus 
you ſee how far remote the Wicked are from 
Peace or AGVantage, even in N. to this 
preſent Life. | 

- ſhall, now turn my. Diſcourſe to a more 
particular Qonſi eration of whe TJ: Per 
oo: N! "11 

The pſalmiſt FIR * Phoce bind tes 
that love God's "Fae: and nothing ball 8 
them. And Iſatah ſaith, Ther the Work' of 
Righteouſneſs ſball be Feace, and tlie EH of 
Rightecuſneſs , Quietneſe, and Aſſurance for 
ever. And the Apoſtle faith , That Glory, 


and Honour, and ame he: to: every Mas 
that worketh good. 3 33) bat s 1155 
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The Advantages and Satisfactions of Good- 
neſs and Uprightneſs are indeed unſpeakable 
and innumerable, I might be endleſs herein, 
the ſuperfluity of the Matter is the greateſt 
hindrance, and the copiouſneſs of the Subject 
impoveriſhes the Diſcourſe : Tis highly ad- 
vantageous, and pleaſing withal, as it allayeth 
the Diſturbances of the Mind, and puts the 
Soul into an eaſie Poſture; for what diſquiets 
the Mind more than Fretting and Diſcontent? 
Yet by curbing ſuch turbulent Humours, we be. 
come chearful, and at caſe, and put our {elves 
under Order and Government: This preſerves 
us from many Hazards and Inconveniences Envy 
and Strife wou'd expole us to, inſpires us with 
Principles of Juſtice and Humanity, ſoftens 
and poliſhes our Natures with mutual Endear- 
ments of Society, and makes us Friends to 
Mankind. 

A good Man is ſeldom engaged in Con- 
tention or Quarrels, he flies all Debates, and 
is conſcious of no other premeditated Conteſt, 
but of that in his own Breaſt, where he victo- 
riouſly keeps the Field, and daſtards all the 
uſurping Powers of the Fleſh, and triumphs o'er 
his fierceſt Inclinations; (a Conqueſt of greater 
Worth and Value, than the Treaſures of India, 

= C or 


IA : —•td“. 


10 


A Sermon Preach d 


or the Subjection of the World.) He views 
the troubled Sea of human Affairs, yet with 


the Unconcernedneſs of a ſtander by, not of 


one that ſails in it. 

Thus lives he in a manner ſecure from Dan- 
ger, and purſues the beſt Methods for Peace 
and Eaſe: 

Yet granting that he is liable to many Perils 
and Misfortunes ( which unavoidably attend 
this Life) though he ſhould be beſet with Out- 
rage, ſtorm'd by Afflictions, ſtill he preſerves 
an inward Calmneſs, a Complacency of the 
Soul; his Misfortunes light on him as Hail on 
the Tiles of a Muſick Houſe, which little or not 
at all diſturbs the Harmony within; or as Seneca 
compares it, Nubium modo interveniunt que diem 
non vincunt, His Life is ſtill Day, which though 
interfering Clouds may ſomewhat obſcure, yet 
cannot extinguiſh or o'ercome: And really this 
muſt be conteſt by all, as the crowning Advan- 
tage of Goodneſs and Virtue, that tis our only 
Support 1n Diſtreſs; for when a Man falls into 
any Calamity, therdi is no Comfort in the World 
like that of a good Conſcience ; this makes all 
calm and glorious within, when there 15 nothi 
but Clonds and Tempeſt about us, as the Pſal- 


miſt obſerves, unto the upright there ariſeth Light 
even in Darkneſs. Then 


F2 8 e . 
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Then farther: as to his Loyalty to his Save. 
reign, his Juſtice in his Dealings, they are ſuch 
valuable Inclinations, thar no one can but 
praiſe them, the labour of Obedience being no 
more than fora Man quietly to fir ſtill, and to 
enjoy what he has under the protection of the 
Laws. 

His juſtice alſo is very advantageous, being 
ſeldom of any other Conſequence than the ob- 
taining of Wealth, Credit, and Eſteem. 

Laſtly, As for his Moderation, he caſteth 
not away his time and Health together, 7: 
Chambering and Wantonneſs, Rioting and Drunk. 
enneſs, but improves both by Love and Meck- 
neſs, Temperance and Chaſtity, and the Go- 
vernment of the Paſſions ; tis not the painted 
Diſguiſes of Sin that can arreſt his Affections, 
or ſhock his Reſolutions, he is not eaſily won 
to any thing that 15 ircegular, or prejudicial to 
his Health, nothing ſhall work upon him to 
o ercharge his Stomach, or to debauch his Per- 
ſon, he obſerves a zn in all his Actions, 
keeps a Meaſure beyond what he ſeldom or 
never Pn | 5 

Now what Peace and Security wa attend 
ſuch a Courſe of Life? What viſible Marks of 
Euſe and Satisfaction doth teſide here? He 


On 6 4 eats 
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eats and drinks chearfully, ſleeps ſoundly, and 
riſes to his daily Employ or Diverſion with 


Health and Vigour; he enjoys all the debauch'd 


Perſon can do, and that too in a pleaſanter 
degree, and what is cloſer to the order of Na- 
ture; his Meals are moderate, but pleaſing 
and ſatisfactory; his Apparel plain, and what's 
requiſite; all his Diverſions reſerved, yet free, 
innocent, and delightful. Thus he lives in 
Health and Eaſe, ſeldom or never quarrelling 
with a ſurfeited Conſtitution, or annoy'd with 
the Symptoms of a Mortal Diſtemper, but 
bears up to a good old Age, and drops ſoft- 


ly like ripen'd Fruit : Tis Luſt and Debau- 


chery that maul a Conſtitution, and damp-the 
vital Spirits. Theſe are the common Inlets to 
Diſtempers, which often blaſt Men in their 
Bloom, and prey upon their tender Years, 
But here it will be objected, that many 
ood People be not exempted from theſe Ma- 
dies, and labour under a very ill Habit of 


Body. 


To this I anſwer, That theſe may be owing 
often to. our Parents Miſdemeanors, or they 
may be ſent from God, more immediately. to 
correct and amend what he finds amiſs in us,; 
and what Satisfaction ought it to be to us to 
AS know 
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know that we were not inſtrumental in bringing 
the Miſery upon our ſelves, and defihng the 
Temple of the Loxd? Or farther, if we are thus 
corrected for our Sins, to conſider, that 'tis 
for our good, that we are the Care of Heaven, 
and Sons of God This ought to be a great 
Support to us in our Weakneſſes, and make us 
cry out with the Apoſtle, We glory in our In- 
fromities. 

And now, I hope, enough has been ſaid 
to ſhew that Virtue is highly preferable to Vice, 
even in regard to the Intereſt of this preſent 
Life, that tis the ſureſt Path to Peace and Eaſe, 
and the certain Conſequence or Choice of due 
Reaſoning: Wherefore ſuppoſing the Grounds 
of a religious Perſon erroneous in reference to 
the Joys of a future State, ſtill in regard to 


the Satisfactions of this Life, his Choice, and 


Method of Living, is much ſuperior to a vi- 
cious Courſe, inaſmuch as there is a great deal 
leſs of Danger, and eminently more of true 
ſolid Joy and Peace in this than the other. 

I ſhall now proceed to my next point, which 


is to conſider the certainty of Religion, and 


thence infer more openly the wretched State 
of the Wicked, together with the unſpeakable 
Advantage of the Upright. And 1ſt, 


And 
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And 7 As to . that are ſuch Fools to 
diſpute the Being of a God, I ſhall look upon 
it as pre -rended lenorance, and what they don'r 
really believe within themſelves; and if they 
will perſiſt in ſuch Folly, 1 ſhall With them a 
better Mind, give, thom Wy Prayers only, as 
deſerving Pity. Nowra 

Then, 2dly, That the Author of our Being 
hath mparted a Law to Mankind to be gui- 
ded by, is. higbly realonable to conclude, in- 
aſmuch as our Nature is ſuited to Government, 
and requires ſuch Laws (as ate therein preſcri- 
bed) to be governed by. Hence God ſpared 
not his only Son to be a Seal of the New Co- 
VENant." and to recover the loſt Part of Man- 
kind by a freſh Diſcovery of his Will; and to 
aſſure us that it came from him, beck confir- 
med the lame by innumerable Predictions, un- 
conteſtable Miracles, and ſenſible Aſſurances, 
ſuch as his greateſt Enemies could not gain- 
ſay or diſanull. Shall tbe Meſſi 74h (ſaid they) 
when he eh do more Miracles than theſe 
which. this Man hath done £, 

3dly, From thig;Liaw- tis plain that we 
lye under the Diſpenſations of eternal Rewards 
and Puniſhments. ese (i. e. the Wicked) ſhall 


go into everlafting Puniſhment, hut the Righteous. 
ini Life eternal There 


. * 
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* Thete is à natural Relation between Merits 
and Rewards, Virtue and Goodnels are like 
the Light amiable and engaging; but Sin re- 
ſembles Darkneſs and Detormity, unpleaſant, 
frightful, and deteſted, and therefore they 
of be conſidered auck⸗ rewarded according 
to deſert, otherwiſe there would be no ſuch 
thing as Tuſtice i in'the World. 

Now theſe are irrefragable Teſtimonics.of 
the truth of Religion, and that there is a future 
ſtate of Happineſs and Miſery after this Life; 
which Principles, whilſt a Man ſteers kimſelf 
by, he acts ſoberly, piouſly, and temperately, 
and, I hope, there needs no farther Argu- 
ment to prove that he acts wiſely, and what 
makes for his Peace; a religious Life being the 
only Method to avoid eternal Torments, and 
to gain everlaſting Happineſs ; for we e no 
other Aſſurance of avoiding the one, and in- 
heriting the other, than by li ing ſoberly, righ- 
reouſly and godly in this preſent World. 


What Madneſs is it then? what unwarran- 


table'Stupidity for a Man to believe that. he 
ſhall be accountable for all he does here, and 
yet ſpend the greateſt part of his Life in Sin 
and Vanity, and to offend in the v very Face of 


Juſtice? a Tis the fame really 3 45 to dare Omni- 
potence, 
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potence, and to puff at Damnation : 'Tis very 


ſtrange a reaſonable thinking Soul ſhould inſiſt 
upon ſuch a ſtupid Courſe, ſhould run on in de- 
fiance of his Conſcience and preſs forward in the 
purſuit of his Luſts, chough ruin meets him 
and ſtares him in the Face; tis only thus to 
be reconcil'd, that Sin firſt infatuates before it 
deſtroys, and ſhams our Reaſon with Miſappli- 
cations before it takes it away. 

There 1s but one Motive I can think of to 
make Men ſin under the Conviction of a future 
State, and that is a falſe Conception of God's 
Mercy : Some may perhaps fancy that God 
will not continue his Severity againſt Sinners 
to all Eternity, but after ſome time will give 
a general Releaſe, and out of this fond Per- 
ſuaſion are contented to endure Damnation 
for ſome time, rather than quit the preſent 
and ſure Gratifications of their Luſts: But alas! 
what Grounds 1s there for this? God's Mercies 
indeed are infinite, but then his Juſtice is ſo 
too ; Pity and Forgiveneſs accompany his Mer- 
cies, but Neglect and Eaſineſs are inconſiſtent 
with his Juſtice; and let Men entertain what 
Thoughts they pleaſe in ſuch caſes, twill prove 
of no Advantage to them, God muſt vindicate 


his Juſtice, and keep a true Proportion in every 


Attribute; 
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Attribute: This Godoivillsjudpwithe World 
rigbteouſly, without any fond Faclinationsto 
Partiality or Reſpect of Perſons. When ſea- 
ted on his Throne he thall thus fay to- thoſe 
that have dane rigbreouſlyʒ Come je bleſſed Chil. 
dren of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepa- 
red for you from the beginning of the World : 
But unto the Wicked he ſhall cry, Depart, ye 
curſed, into'everlaſting Fire: What Horror and 
Amazement will ſerze them then, hen they 
have ſhook off this Drowſineſs of the Soul, and 
are come to a Senſe of their Crimes? What 


ſtrangling Regret and Confuſion will poſſeſs 


their Fancies, when they ſce themſelves irre- 
coverably loſt of Heaven, and juſt ſinking in- 
to eternal Flames? Then will they call to the 
Hills 10 cover: them, and the Mountains to fall 
on them, their | own. Conſcience becomes an 
Hell, and the Loſs of Heaven will wrack them 
for ever. Fey. | 

Whenas the Righteous ſhall ſine forth 25 the 
Sun iu the Kingdom of their Father, where there 
is nothing but Joy and bleſſed Immortality; no 
Shadow of Matter for our Tears or uncomfor- 
table Paſſions to work upon, but all Extaſie, 
and Love, and Peace for ever doth dwell: 


* 
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and their CrowringReward ; and can he then 
be ſaid to walk amiſs that lives and acts in Con- 
ſideration of fuck ineſtimable Bleflings toNo, 
ſute he. is ſo far fron ĩt; that ſuppoſe his Whole 
Life was hereby one continued Scene of Miſe: 
ry, every Act of Virtue accompanied with In- 
famy and [Reproach,Diſ caſcb and Torture; ftil] 
it Heaven Wag tlie End and eternal: Hapbiyeſs 
attainable hereby, 'twouldmakt Ignomin) defi- 
rable; and fannt delight ful. But God be 
praiſed the cafe is quite other wiſo, the Paths 
of Virtus ave Paths of. Pleuſantneſo, and all her 
Wajs are Peace: We have all tlie Pleaſures 
this World affords, within the Bounds of De- 
ceney and true Satisfaction, as well as thoſe of 
Heaven hereafter; to woe and; reconcile m to 
a virtuous e der Lift. Religion preſcribes 
the beſt Methods both for the Health: of the 
Body, and Eaſe of the Mind. "Twas the ut. 
moſt and concluding. Wiſh of a wiſe Hea- 
then, Mens fans. agg pore ſano, to enjoy a 


found Mind in a fonunt! Conſtitution. And 1 


know no better Means to attain them both, 
than by living according do the Principles of 
Reaſun gn; d 1 — 
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Bal alas! what are theſe worldly Advithta- 
ges to thoſe of Eternity, Which more eminent. 
ly belong to the religious and upright? What 
bodily Eaſe and Pleaſure to thoſe raviſhing 
ſtrains of Bliſs and Tranſport, where Peace firs 


like a Glory on the Soul,” mixt with no fea-. 


vouriſh Deſires, or pall'd with the Chilneſs of 
Diſtruſt or Fear, ſo temperate and ſerene, ſo 
caſie and ſeraphick, that nothing can be an 
addition to its Happinels but an affurance of 
its preſent Pleaſures and Extaſies, and that it 
enjoys too? And now mark the perf et Man, 
and behold the upright, for the end of that Man. 
you ſee, 7s Peace; Peare 1 in this World, and 
in the World to come. 

I have now done with my Text, but AY 
another Subject ro ſpeak of, that excellent 
Man who ts departed, whom we all knew, 
and revetenc'd very much. 

e was born of à very ancient ovine worthy 
Family in this Pariſh, and by a liberal Educa- 
tion being! found very capable of Learning, he 
was ſent to Oxford, where after ſome time 
was choſen in Fellowof Lincoln College, be⸗ 
iy, remarkable for his Sobriety and His Learn- 


ing, his Friendſhip and Sweerneſs of Temper. 
Pfom thence he Ws eall'd to this Pariſh, Where 
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he <0 dchiefly an eaſi e en Method 
of Inſtruction, perform'd with ſuch Softneſs, 
Tendernels and Sincerity, as made him diſtin. 
guiſh'd for it: Then his Example was ſuch as 
might be reckon'd a very great Blefling to this 
Place; twas a living Precept, a continued In- 
ſtruction ſhining before Men, and glorifying God. 
As for ſuch unfortunate Heats and Diſputes 
which happened in his time, they were laid 
aſide, or at leaſt not encouraged by him: They 
were as taſtleſs and inſipid things to his peace- 
able Temper, and of little Concern in compa- 
riſon of that bleſſed Employment of doing 
good in a more real and ſubſtantial way, 1 
mean, by comforting the aſlidled, and helping 
the needy, and ftriving as much as in him lay 
to be in Charity with all Men. The Love of 
God which was kindled in his. Heart by a re- 
gular and conſtant Devotion was the Delight 
and Ardor of his Soul; and thoſe pure Flames 
had put out in him thoſe Heats of : Conten- 


tion which reign among us, as Fires here be- 


low do languiſh and die when the. Braghtacls 
of the Sun is let in: 


pon them. 


And though his Modeſty was ſuch as to ſit 
down contented with the . of ſo ſmall a 


Nen; yet his Capacities were ſuited even for 
F C1 the 
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higheſt Stations; his Life ſo inoffenſive and un- 


acceptionable, as might contradi&} the moſt ma- 
licious Gair-ſayer ; and his Inclinations ſo meek, 
and of ſuch exten; ive Goodneſs, as would 
have endured the greateſt ComtradiSinns of wil. 
ful Men, in order to have ſoftned them into a 
compliance, and won themto Unity. And had 
t plealed Almighty God to have ſpar'd his 
Life and Health, we ſhould have been hear- 
tily thankful for ſuch a Man at this Juncture, 
in whom was ſtored up ſo much good Humour, 
and kind Perſuaſion, as ſo much Balm to heal 
our Diviſions, which are now almoſt heigh- 
tened to Herelie and Schiſi m, without any Dit- 
ference in Ceremonies or F undamentals. | 
Though in his Lite he was ſomewhat retired, 
ſtill he knew Men very well, he had a peculiar 
Way of gaining their Hearts by a ſtudied De- 
portment of Candor and Meckneſs, and unat- 
fected Sincerity, by a plain open Concern for 
their Welfare which he could not well hide. 
lle was the moſt favourable Interpreter of 
Mens Words and Actions Lever met with, wreſt- 
ing all to the beſt Senſe; ſo. that 'twas rare 
(if ever) that he dropt an Expreſſion that fa- 
An; of K or Unkindneſs to any. 


Paſſions, 
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Paſtions, that he was hardly ever hen want 
ported with Anger, well knowing that Kindnef 
and an obliging Concern for Mens Welfare, 
wasthe moſt available Means to perſuade chem 
and retlaim them from their Errors. In thort, 
his Converſation contained a peculiar Air of 
Innocency and Inoffenſiveneſs, Meeknels and 
Condelcenfion, neither diſcovering Moroſeneſs 
or Vanity, pride or Ba ſeneſs, but kept a De- 
corum in every Action and Circumſtance, be- 
ing equally pois'd between all Extremes. 
Thus was he quality'd for the Buſineſs of his 
Function, courteous and affectionate, free and 
compliable, candid and ingenuous: His Piety 
modeſt and unaffected, his Zeal conducted 


with Reaſon and Sobriety, and what was per- 


tectly freed from Headineſs and Enthuſiaſm: 
Twas wiſe and temperate, eaſie to himſelf 


and others, ſubmitting quietly to the eſtabliſſi d 
Cuſtoms and Sanctions of the Country and 


Church he was born and educated in. 


Then as to other Offices of his' Life, he ſet 
forth an exemplary Pattern, a kind Husbadd, 


a pious and careful Father, a loving Maſter, a 


benign, juſt and charitable Neighbour : : "In 


truth, his Life was all of a piece, fixt within 
the Bound of Modeſty and Innocenc y; Pru- 


dence 
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dence and Charity, and exactly adjuſted to 
Repularity and Moderation. 
Twas my Misfortune indeed to view but 
the. decay ing part of his Life, when Infirmities 
andi Maladies had O ercaſt the Glories of his 
Mind; yet herein occurr'd to the very laſt juſt 
matter of Praiſe and Wonder; he always en- 
deavoured a chearful Spirit, but when any Hea- 
vineſs ſeind him; he Cas the holy Pfalmiſt 
uſed) thonght upon the Lord. There was no 
Paſſion, no Fretting, no Diſorder perceivable, 
but the moſt exemplary Patience, ſuch Com- 
polednets-of Mind, ſuch pious Reſigtüngs, as 
I cannot deſcribe; and when he was encireled 
with the inexpreſſible Care, and Tenderneſs, 
and Tears of his Family, he wou d often en- 
deavour a Chearfulneſs, in order to mitigate 
their Fears, and take off from their Sorrow. 
And Laſtiy, When his Diſtemper did pre- 


vail,” and he came to die, there were no Ter- 


rors in Surprizals of the Mind, no Beating of 


the Breaſt, or Convulſions of Conltience, but 


Peace, (which a Man would give a thouſand 
Worlds for at that hour) a quiet pleaſing Re. 
flection on his paſt Life, and a well grounded 
Aſſurance of his future Salvation. 
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©: He Ted in bis 63d Yerr,;whidhlia nog reals 
Ave, in regard to the full Term of: Hume 
Life - 5 yet chef had compleated it hy its GOA 
nes, having no Concern for the prolongibg of 
it. Theſe earthly things had no, ſhare in bis 
departing, Soul, for he left them with all the 
Indifferency and Compoſure imaginable, dy- 
ing in his Sleep: So that we may, ſay of him 
What was ſaid of David, After he had ſerved 
bis Generation according to the W. ol + God, be 
fell aſleep. 

Thus he finiſbed bis Courſe, i lens the 
Faith, and no queſtion but m_ remain. for 
bigs, 2 Crown of Reelle ob 202! 
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The Lord grant chat we may g and do lile- 
wiſe, that we; may know and practiſe thoſe 
| things which belong to our. Peace before: Night 
cometh. in which no Man can work: |. That 
Vie may be ſtudious and induſtrious in a vir- 
- tuous Courſe of Life, ſerving-the-Lord; and 
1 ſo . 0 end n! be e bir, As 940 21 
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